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Advent  

Services  

Dates & Times*  

Sunday  

November 27th 

  

  

Sunday 

 December 4th 

  

  

Sunday  

December 11th 

  

  

 

Wednesday 

December 14th 

  

  

Sunday 

 December 18th 

  

  

 

Saturday 

 December 24th 

  

  

10:00 A.M. 

  

  

  

10:00 A.M. 

  

  

  

10:00 A.M. 

  

 

 

  

5:15 P.M. 

6:00 P. M. 

  

    

 10:00 A.M. 

  

  

 

   

 4:00 P.M. 

  

  

7:00 P.M. 

  

11:00 P.M. 

   

  

1st Sunday 

Advent Wreath 

Candle Lighting 

   

2nd Sunday 

 Advent Wreath 

Candle Lighting 

  

3rd Sunday 

White Gift Sunday 

(new unwrapped gifts only) 

  

 

A light supper in the lounge 

Blue Christmas Service 

  

  

4th Sunday 

Lessons and Carols 

Communion 

   

 

Contemplative Service 

music and communion only 

  

Family Candlelight Service 

  

Communion and 

Candlelight Service 

 

*more details on page 7 



Once again we enter the Advent Season, a time of ex-

pectation and preparation for Christmas.  It is also a 

time of reflection.  Let me share a few highlights of the 

past year and some thoughts as we look towards 2012. 

At the Congregational Meeting in June, we adopted our 

new Constitution ï hence the change in title.  As a result 

the Council (formerly Management Group) is somewhat 

smaller in number, responsibilities of all Council mem-

bers and Committees are more clearly defined.  We also 

adopted an amended Vision and Mission Statement.  My 

thanks to all those involved is completing this important 

task. 

In September we had another amazingly successful Fall 

Fair under the leadership of Margaret Warburton, Bev 

Birchard, Gerry Garnett, Nancy Newland and Arlene 

Wahl as well as some 200 volunteers.  Gross income 

was just over $34,600 but equally important was the fun 

and fellowship of being involved with this annual event.  

The other great news is that all the above members of 

the organizing committee have agreed to continue for 

the 2012 Fall Fair.  My thanks to everyone involved. 

As you know, earlier this year we started down the path 

to consider becoming an Affirming Congregation.  

Council appointed a Task Force to begin the process and 

a number of events/conversations took place.  The Task 

Force took a break over the summer/fall.  Council has 

now decided to offer some more opportunity for discus-

sions early in the new year.  Details are outlined else-

where in this newsletter. 

As we did over a year ago, the Council and staff will be 

spending some time at the end of November considering 

and planning for the future ï both the coming year and 

beyond.  The outcome of those discussions will of 

course be shared with the congregation.   

As we look to 2012, a significant happening will be the 

5 month absence of Foster (July 1 ï November 27 ï just 

over 4 months Sabbatical and 3 weeks vacation).  Sever-

al months ago a Sabbatical Support and Resources 

Committee was established to work with Hilde Seal in 

considering the needs of the Congregation during Fos-

terôs sabbatical.  The SSR committee had representa-

tives of all key council committees, the congregation as 

a whole and was Chaired by Kathy Grand.  They have 

worked very hard and have completed an excellent and 

very comprehensive report which was received by 

Council at our November meeting where we also ex-

tended our sincere thanks for their outstanding work.  

The next step is to consider the recommendations and 

proceed with implementation.  Lynne Pearson, Vice 

Chair of Council has kindly agreed to lead this group.  

June McIntyre, Chair of Worship & Arts, Bob Ther-

riault, Chair of Communication and myself have agreed 

to assist with a plan to add a couple more. 

Finally, I want to thank each of you for your ongoing 

support of this faith family known as Knox.  I hope the 

Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love will ring 

true for you and your families during this Christmas sea-

son and the New Year.   

 

Ken Fanning 

A Message 

from the  

Chair of Council 

 

This reading has become a tradition at Knox and this 

year it happens on Saturday, December 3rd. at 2 p.m.   

The readers this year are people who are associated with 

Bard 2 Broadway (including our very own Bethany 

Freed!) and B2Glee will sing seasonal songs.    

The Victorian Tea is being provided and served by stu-

dents from the PASS Woodwinds Alternate program 

who will also be the recipients of profits made from 

ticket sales.  

Tickets are 10.00 and can be purchased at The Shoe Inn 

in Qualicum Beach, at Fireside Books on Middleton in 

Parksville, and at the Knox  church office.    

Knox volunteers will help with this event; cider will be 

served; and Foster's inimitable flair as MC will help put 

you in the mood for the festive season ahead.    Please 

join us. 

CHARLES DICKENS' 

CHRISTMAS CAROL  

A Reading 
Anne Collie  
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We, the 2011 Fall Fair Coordinators would like to ex-

tend our thanks to the Knox United Church congrega-

tion for their dedication and hard work which helped 

make our Fair a huge success.   

There were over 200 volunteers who worked through 

the spring and summer in preparation for the big day.  

Our Fair requires support from the entire congregation 

in order to make it a success.  Planning begins the day 

after the Fair ends and it is hoped that the entire con-

gregation has begun saving their donations for next 

yearôs Fair.   

Thank you again for helping to make our Fair a suc-

cess both financially and as an outreach into the 

Oceanside community.  In closing we would like to 

say that our 2012 Fall Fair will take place on Septem-

ber 15th, with the same coordinators as 2011 and we 

look forward to working with all of you once again.  

A Message from the 2011 Fall Fair Coordinators  

Bev Birchard Gerry Garnett Nancy Newland 
Arlene Wahl 

Margaret  

Warburton 

Sunday Morning Coffee 

 Volunteers Wanted! 

Here is a huge vote of thanks to the many, 

faithful volunteers who week in, week out, 

month in and month out, take the time and effort 

to prepare and serve our 

óCUPPAò following each 

and every Sunday morning.  

Not only do they prepare and 

serve the coffee ñwill that be 

regular or decaf; or tea: regu-

lar, herbal, or green? ò,  but 

they also make sure all the 

cups are collected, washed, 

and put away.  

Normally, the volunteers come from United 

Church Women, Sisters United, or the Menôs 

Club.  It is getting noticeably more difficult to 

find the helpers needed for each Sunday - this is 

due, in part, to the aging of members in the vari-

ous groups, or folks travelling, or being commit-

ted to other activities within the congregation on 

Sunday morning.  

This is an appeal to anyone in the congregation 

who does not belong to any of the named groups, 

i.e. UCW, Sisters United, and the Menôs Club, 

who would be willing to sign up on the monthly 

roster which is posted on the bulletin board to the 

left of the double sinks in the church kitchen, to 

please do so. Your help would be more than wel-

come. On the job training is available!  Perhaps 

you are able to commit to coming for one Sunday 

morning every couple of months - just put your 

name, along with your phone # and/or email ad-

dress, and you will be contacted by the coordina-

tor for that particular month. Please contact June 

McIntyre, 250-248-3119, or email: 

juicenbrune@shaw.ca for further information.  

Thank you for considering this opportunity to 

ñserveò....  
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Advent and Christmas seasons are full of wonderful 

music and that will be true at Knox. There are three 

events that need highlighting: 

We are presenting our first ever ñSing-along Messi-

ahò on Sunday, December 11 at 2:30 pm. This prom-

ises to be an exciting and fun time for all. The Core 

Choir, who are the choral ñglueò for the performance, 

have been working really hard to make sure every 

note is correctly sung ï no small job considering the 

number of notes Handel used. Assisting the choir are 

four wonderful vocal soloists and a double string 

quartet, all students from the Victoria Conservatory 

of Music; and Parksvilleôs own Carl McLuhan as 

continuo (keyboard) player. The soloists are Eve 

Richardson, Cari Burdett, Matthew Johnson and Mat-

thew Huijsmans. They are all advanced students of 

world-renown sopranos Nancy Argenta and Ingrid 

Attrott. The string players are all members of the Sen-

ior Orchestra at VCM. 

Now to your participation in this event! A Sing-along 

is only successful if we have an audience. We would 

like to fill our sanctuary for this event. Audience 

members are singers ï those who sing-along where 

they are able, and non-singers ï those who would like 

to sit and enjoy the music. All are welcome! There 

will be a special section reserved for those who wish 

to sing and sit with the other singing members of the 

audience. We will also have a limited number of 

Messiah scores available for those who wish to sing 

but do not own their own score. The score rental is 

$10 with a refund of $5 when you turn in your score 

at the end of the performance. 

Tickets for this exciting event at $15 ï singers or non-

singer are the same price. Tickets are available 

through the church office, following Sunday morning 

worship and at both Mulberry Bush bookstores. 

Come, bring you friends and enjoy this wonderful 

Christmas musical event. 

The second highlight is Morning Worship on Decem-

ber 11. The string players from VCM will be part of 

our music team for this morningôs worship. They will 

accompany our hymn singing, play a special selection 

during the offertory and accompany the choir and 

Knox soprano, Caroline Hammill, in a very special 

setting of the ñMagnificatò. You will not want to miss 

this wonderful service. 

On December 18, the Knox Choir will present a ser-

vice of Lessons and Carols. During the service you 

will hear the Christmas story read with our choir sing-

ing seasonal music that supports the story. The ser-

vice will conclude with Communion. Come and bring 

your family and friends. 

There will be music at all services during Advent and 

Christmas. Come, worship and sing for joy! 

Music  

Musings 
Alan Whitmore 

Director of Music 

Ministry 

The Biblical Far Side    contributed by Claudia Bruyckere 



Page 5 

CARE HOME SERVICE SCHEDULE  

for services led by Knox United Church 
December 1, 2011 - February 29, 2011 

 

Date   Time  Care home  Worship Leader  Music Leader 

Dec   4 (Sunday)            1:30 pm Arrowsmith  

Dec 18 (Sunday) 2:00 pm The Gardens                                 

Jan 3 (Tuesday)  10:30 am   Eagle Park         Donna White 

Jan 15 (Sunday)            2:30 pm          Qualicum Manor                 

Jan 22 (Sunday) 1:30 pm              Trillium                 Donna White 

*Feb 5 (Sunday)       2:30pm             Stanford Place                 

Feb 14 (Tuesday)        10:30 am          Eagle Park                       

Feb 19 (Sunday)    2:30 pm          Qualicum Manor        Joan Paton 

 Note that this schedule has just been received so we have not had time to schedule worship and music leaders. It is 
included in the newsletter for those who like to plan ahead and mark the dates on their calendars. We invite Knox mem-
bers to join us for worship at any of these services to sit with and assist residents.  Worship leaders welcome your sup-
port, residents appreciate your presence and you too will be blessed.  

For more information or to volunteer, contact Hazel Magnussen at 250 586 2036 or hazelmag@shaw.ca 

 

I am not one of those people who count the days 
until Christmas.  I think it is admirable that some 
can keep track like that, a little crazy making, but 
a feat none-the-less.  I do however acknowledge 
the wisdom of Advent, as it helps us to mark 
timeé count, in fact, the weeks before Christ-
mas.  Those two things may seem the same, 
however I trust that Advent waiting will slow us 
down, and not challenge us to visit every store in 
Oceanside. 

Advent allows us to acknowledge the nearness 
of God in all places, whether we understand that 

mystery or not.  Advent reminds us to be atten-
tive to the still small voice of God, and to sing 
about God coming near in Jesus the babe in the 
manger.  Advent names us as Godôs people; 
sure of who we are and doubting all in the same 
breath.  Advent invites us to voice our longing for 
the Holy to come, for Peace to be real and for 
Love to have its way in all the earth. 

As you participate in the life of Knox during the 
season of Advent and on into the season of 
Christmas, may your hearts be open and 
warmed by new birth and wonder.  

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love é. 

    Hilde  

God of all places; present, unseen,  

Voice in our silence, song in our midst,  

We are your people, knowing unsure:  

Come, Lord Jesus, come 

 David Haas,  Voices United  

Advent 

Waiting  

Hilde Seal 

mailto:hazelmag@shaw.ca
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The Healing Ministry is a ministry rooted in the Heal-

ing Pathway Program of Naramata Centre. In Novem-

ber, Ingrid Busch and Lois Grill, two healing practi-

tioners, attended a forum in Vancouver to celebrate 

the 10th anniversary of the Healing Pathway Program. 

The program was started by Rochelle Graham, a 

physiotherapist, who felt called by God to teach and 

develop healing courses within a Christian context 

and specifically within the United Church of Canada. 

Her purpose was to ñreclaim the Christian roots that 

were the foundation of the church.ò The ministry is 

modeled on the healing mission of Jesus.  

Over several years Rochelle developed the methods 

and techniques for the Program and in 1998, along 

with co-authors Flora Litt and Wayne Irwin, pub-

lished a book, Healing From the Heart. In 10 years, 

the program has blossomed and there are now almost 

100 active groups practicing in congregations and 

communities across Canada. The program is also be-

ing taught in Guatemala. Rev. Bruce McIntyre, who 

currently leads the Healing Ministry at Knox, was 

also actively involved in the ñgrass rootsò develop-

ment of the Healing Pathway Program. The Healing 

Team were very fortunate, thanks to Alan and Denise 

Whitmore, to recently spend a very interesting after-

noon with Flora Litt and Wayne Irwin.  

The Healing Ministry is currently in transition as 

Bruce has decided to step into an advisory role.  We 

are using a discernment process to choose the next 

leader who will apprentice under Bruce's guidance. 

This individual will be introduced to the congregation 

early in the new year. In the meantime, a  group of 10 

to 12 practitioners continue to offer healing sessions 

Tuesday morning, afternoon and evening. Anyone 

who needs re-balancing, or spiritual, emotional or 

physical healing is invited to contact the church office 

for an appointment. Payment is by donation. 

Friday, January 20th, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, In-

grid Busch will offer a Lectio Divina Soul Collage 

workshop. If you are interested please call Ingrid at 

(250) 951-2242. 

May your life be enriched as you celebrate Christ's 

birth this Christmas. 

Healing  

Ministry  

Lois Grill 

 The Mission & Service year ends December 2011.  

Although in July we reported that Knox was below 

our goal ï there is every possibility the Knox congre-

gation will again fulfil its commitment. Taking the 

$52,000.00 we pledged, dividing it by 12 equals 

$4,333.34 a month.   $4,333.34 x 10 =  $43,333.40  

our committed amount to the end of October.   At the 

end of October   Knox had sent $44,813.36.   

As you can see we are now over.  Thank-you, thank-

you. 

A chart in the bulletin board by the narthex telephone 

notes our monthly givings ï so keep an eye on it the 

next 2 months. 

The M & S magazine The Mandate has just come and 

it is a special edition, with an insert showing all that 

M & S does at a glance. The Mandates are in the nar-

thex and we encourage you to take them home and 

read about the positive impact the M & S has on peo-

pleôs lives around the world.  

Margaret & I are honoured to be your contacts & wel-

come any input you have. 

Mission  

and  

Service  

Fund 
Mary Alli-

son 

Bell 

Margaret 

Edwards 


